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were soon crushed. Austria's Nazis, in so far as they
have remained faithful to the idea, are more cruel, more
vindictive than the German Party people. The Austrian
worker is apathetic, but his apathy is enforced by cir-
cumstances and it is a permanent danger for the adminis-
tration.
A few old people dream and even speak of the Habs-
burgs as possible saviours from the Nazi oppression,
But they do not count. What is important is that so
many people in Austria hope for some kind of salvation*
Communism, which was never successful in Austria,
raises its head. Many workers who resent Nazism have
become radical reds. They hope that the Hitler-Stalin
alliance will crush Nazism.
In the meantime few realise what an important
strategic point in Hitler's "European empire" Austria
has become;.hoping, like the Viennese, that Vienna will
never be bombed by the Allies, Hitler has ordered the
city to be made the chief storehouse of Germany. Alpng
the Danube quays, huge storehouses have been estab-
lished with cellars three and four deep. They hold a
big proportion of the much advertised food and other
reserves of Nazism.
Vienna, alone among German cities, can boast of a
trade expansion in the last two years, of increased business
activity which is not directly concerned with the war.
There are in Austria the Hirtenberg works, the ammuni-
tion producing centre now incorporated in the Goering
combine. There are the iron works of Styria and the
Alpine-Montan Company, where Nazi arms are produced
in great quantities. There are also oil wells near Vienna,
underestimated by the rest of the world, but useful to
the Nazis in augmenting their meagre supplies.
But the main activity in Austria is directed towards